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(WoopBRookE Essays, No. 16.) 


If we imagine ourselves to be primitive navigators and explorers, 
coasting along the shores of Great Britain, and marking for the use of 
ourselves or following voyagers the harbours of refuge, the promontories 
to be doubled and the distances covered, we shall find a saint or 
a presiding genius equivalent to a saint in every dangerous locality and 
in every fortunate haven. We have seen instances of this primitive 
making of sailors’ maps in our study of the southern coast of England, 
in the S.W. of Wales, and in the mouth of the Dee. 

Now suppose we move to a more northern latitude ; we shall find, 
in coasting along the shores of Cumberland that we come to a promon- 
tory known as St. Bees Head. Just inside the promontory is a little 
harbour, which appears to have been more open and extended in pre- 
historic times ; near-by is the town of St. Bees, at one time a famous 
priory, but to-day an Anglican College on the ruins of its former 
greatness, where students are prepared for ecclesiastical orders. Who 
then is St. Bees, in honour of whom the priory was founded in the 
twelfth century, and who still has reserved rights of patronage in the 
twentieth century 2? The answer is that she was an Irish saint (some 
said of royal lineage), who came to this lonely spot of Cumberland, in 
the district called Coupland, in search of the quiet and retirement and 
sanctity which she could not find in the sister isle. Apart from the 
legends which are preserved in monastic works, we know nothing of 
her, unless it should turn out that a lady named Bega, whom the 
venerable Bede speaks of as being a friend of St. Hilda of Whitby, 
should turn out to be the missing historical character. It may be 
recognised at once that this gives us the clue to her name ; she certainly 
was not called Bee or Bees: the legends are clear that she was known 
as Bega, so that our enquiry now is ‘ Who was St. Bega ?’ 

If we turn to the Vzctortan History of Cumberland, we shall 
find as follows :— 
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p. 178. ‘‘ From the legendary life of Bees or Bega written 
in all probability by a monk of the priory at a later date, we 
learn that she was a daughter of an Irish king, who reigned as 
a Christian monarch in the seventh century. She became a nun 
in a grove near the sea-shore, having no possessions except her 
virginity and a bracelet which in later days worked miracles. 

‘All historical notice of the saint appears to have been 
lost from the time of her death, except the incidental allusions 
to her connection with St. Hilda by the venerable Bede. (//2s¢. 
LACE Wade oo 

‘‘The foundation of the Benedictine Priory could not have 
taken place before | 120. 

‘Leland mentions that ‘Bega at first built a humble little 
monastery in Coupland not far from Carlisle . . . but the vener- 
able Bede is silent on the Saint’s residence in Cumberland.’ ” 


So much for the general summary of our information with regard 
to the Saint. Sedgefield in the Place-Names of Cumberland merely 
advises us that ‘‘ Bega, otherwise Begha or Begu, was a female saint ; 
see Bede, Eccl. Hist., iv. 23: and that ‘‘ the Saint’s name seems to 
occur also in Beal or Beghall in the W. Riding of Yorkshire.” It 
can hardly be said that this is very illuminating, or that the ghost of 
the lady has acquired substance in the process of enquiry. 

When we examine more closely the reference which Bede makes 
to the friendship between Hilda, the Abbess of Whitby, and Bega, © 
we find that it is quite irreconcilable with the belief that Bega was also 
an Abbess, or that she had anything to do with a monastic foundation 
in Cumberland. What Bede says is that when Hilda died, her de- 
parture was known to have occurred by the presentiment of an elderly 
nun named Bega in the not very distant Convent at Hackness, and by 
the sudden ringing of the Soul Bell in the Convent itself. The lady 
with the psychic sense had been a dedicated virgin, for more than 
30 years. The natural inference is that she was professed in the 
Monastery at Hackness, and had lived there a nun’s life all her days. 
There is not a hint of her being an Irish princess with a monastic founda- 
tion of her own on the other side of the island. Here are the very 
words in which Bede records the miracle which occurred at the 
passing of Hilda :— 
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Bede: Fcclestastical History, iv. 23 :— 

‘‘Erat in ipso monastario (sc. Hackness) quaedam sancti- 
monialis femina, nomine Begu, quae XXX. et amplius annos 
dedicata Domino virginitate, in monachica conversatione serviebat. 
Haec tunc in dormitorio sororum pausans, audivit subito in aere 
notum campanae sonum, quo ad orationes excitari vel convocari 
solent, cum quis eorum de saeculo fuisset evocatus, etc.” 

We shall probably be justified in saying that whoever this nun of 
Hackness may have been, she has no connection whatever with the 
foundation of St. Bees. 

Suppose we try to cast our net a little wider into the sea of possible 
knowledge, and start with the hypothesis that the lady only existed 
celestially, and see what the Legenda Sanctorum will tell us of her 
doings. When we have set aside the conventional miraculous works 
without which a Saint cannot be reckoned satisfactory, we shall find 
that she arrived in “England with two treasures, both of which she 
feared to lose, her virginity and her bracelet. It was a slender outfit, 
which the imagination is left to complete. So she settled in a cabin, 
which she built for herself, on the sea-shore, where, as we have said, 
there appears to have been in ancient times something of a harbour. 
Perhaps the Irish mail-packet which now runs to Fleetwood dropped 
her at the spot. 

When we make the hypothesis of celestial rank, the suggestion at 
once arises that she is not even a woman, but is perhaps the star Vega, 
in the constellation Lyra, one of the brightest luminaries in the Northern 
Hemisphere, and one which is destined in 13,000 years’ time to become 
the pole-star of the heavens, in consequence of what astronomers call 
the Precession of the Equinoxes. But what possible connection can 
this bright particular star have with a promontory or possible harbour 
in Cumberland > We must interrogate the Saint or Star more closely 
and ask where she obtained her name, and what she was doing in 
this part of the world. 

Before we can discuss the problem of the place-name with any 
confidence, we must justify the idea that a bright star can be regarded 
as a woman or a beautiful woman named after a star. In this con- 
nection I recall the family of my old friend Karl Saalmiiller, who was 
one of the captives of King Theodore, and married to an Abyssinian 
princess, who is still living on the Lebanon. Their second daughter 
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was named Vega, after the star in question.’ So we have no difficulty 
in assuming that a star can be a woman or a woman a star.” It is a 
question of more erudition to determine the astronomical origin of the 
name given to the star. If it is a late Arabic name, the Cumberland 
Saint (whether terrestrial or celestial) cannot have borne it. Perhaps 
we may find out more on the question as we proceed with our 
investigation. 

The common explanation is that the name Vega or Wega is, like 
so many other star-names, such as Deneb for the Tail of the Swan 
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PLATE |.—Plate showing the constellation Lyra and the Northern Crown 


and the like, an invention of Arabian astronomers, who picked up the 
ancient Star-catalogues of Greeks, Babylonians, and Egyptians, and 
re-christened them. So it has been suggested that Vega or Wega is 
Arabic, and means ‘the falling eagle. The exact name is 4/-Vasr 
al Wakt. | am unwilling to believe this, nor am I| disposed 
to believe that any Arabian voyagers, of the period when Arabic 
astronomy was developed, ever came near our shores. We are 

‘She was married to one of the missionaries of the Society of Friends, 


my friend Thomas Little, and is still living, as his widow, at Brummana on 
the slopes of the Lebanon. 

* We have an interesting modern illustration in the case of Queen Surayya 
of Afghanistan, who, according to a letter of Sir E. Denison Ross in 7%e 
Times of March 14th, has a name which means ‘ The Pleiades.” That is 
quite a good case for identification of a lady with a whole constellation. 


Queen Surayya is from Damascus, and her name is Arabic. She is a whole 
constellation in herself, 
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going to suggest that, so far from Vega being a post-Christian Arabic 
constellation, she is a pre-Christian Egyptian star: and we shall 
assume that her bracelet of which she was evidently so proud is a 
group of stars that are associated with her in the story, a part of her 
celestial environment, either the rest of the group which make the 
constellation Lyra, or the not very distant and very beautiful group 
which we know as the Northern Crown, Corona Borealis. © 

It will at once be said that even if one should have made a suc- 
cessful guess from Bega to Vega, and even found some stars near-by 
the wonderfully bright star of the Northern Heavens, we have no 
ground for connecting such a star or such a group of stars with 
Cumberland. ‘ What’s Hecuba to him, or he to Hecuba ?” 

Let us look a little closer into the possibilities of the unrelated 
personalities. All we can possibly say about a position on the coast 
of Cumberland is that its only relation to the starry heavens is its 
latitude ; in the actual case the latitude is 54° 30’. Next let us turn 
to the Egyptian astronomy of the early period. 

It seems that though they taught many things to neighbouring 
nations, boasting rightly, as Diodore advises us, of having sent 
Colonies into all the earth and taught them letters and arts, including 
the science of astronomy, they were really very slow in the science 
named. They only knew the Zodiac at a late date, as in the temple 
at Denderah, and appear to have imported that from Babylon wia 
Greece ; and as to their general knowledge of stars, they only had 
named a few, and those the most conspicuous. They knew the 
Dog-Star, Sirius, and made its heliacal rising the foundation of their 
chronology ; they knew the principal stars of the Bear, to which 
they gave the name Khepesh. Certainly they could not have missed 
Vega, without whose splendour the Polar Sky would be dim ; but 
we have no reason to credit them with any planisphere except the 
most elementary. There was, however, one element in their astronomy 
which was peculiarly their own ; they emphasised the distinction be- 
tween the circumpolar stars and the rest of the firmament, or as they 
described it, between the stars that never set and the stars that set 
every night. Every student of the Book of the Dead and the 
associated theological literature of Egypt, knows how frequently the 
distinction between the two classes of stars is affirmed. They were 
theologically distinct ; the circumpolar stars were in the domain of 
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Set ; those which actually went below the horizon were under the 
rule of Horus ; between the two there was, of course, deadly hostility. 
We may be surprised that the stars in the Bear, which we all naturally 
admire, should be sent to the Devil in this way, but the Egyptians 
had a way out of the difficulty ; they detached four stars of the Bear 
and assigned them to Horus’ four sons, and their business in the 
firmament is to keep watch over Set and his doings in the Polar sky 
and keep him from mischief. 

Now let us try to realise what happens when the Egyptian 
explorer or traveller moves into Northern latitudes. He finds that 
something happens in his sky. Sothis, the Dog Star, and all the 
neighbouring southern stars continue their nightly and daily setting and 
rising, but in the other part of the heavens, stars which used to rise 
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and set have become circumpolar ; they go round and round without 
rising or setting : they have ceased to be the children of light, they are 
become the sons of the Devil. The further north we go, the worse 
the case becomes ; and although the Egyptian mariner does not know 
it, if he could get far enough north, all the heaven will become circum- 
polar, and Set will have annexed Horus and all his family. 

So the question arises whether it is not some such observation of 
the stars which is implied in Vega’s fear for the loss of her virginity 
and her ornaments. The fear is that she and they will become the 
property of the wicked Set. 

Let us, then, be navigators from Egypt and come north, watching 
meanwhile the friendly stars, and making such notes of their motions 
as we may be capable of recording. 

As we have said, the heaven above is divided into two parts, the 
Never-Setting Stars and the Ever-Setting Stars. The - boundary 
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between the two is a star which just grazes the northern horizon at 
any given. place. 

Now the elevation of the Pole above the horizon at the north 
point is what we call the latitude of the place. When a star is at a 
distance from the Pole which is equal to the latitude of the place, it 
will just graze the northern horizon, and if the latitude be increased 
beyond that point, it becomes a circumpolar star. This will happen, 
as we have said, for all stars as we move from the equator to the 
Pole. For example, the star Vega, of which we are making a study, 
has at the present moment a northern declination of 38° 42’: its 
distance from the Pole is, therefore, 90°-38°42’ = 51° 18’. 

So we see that in latitude 51° 18’ and in any superior latitude, 
Vega is circumpolar. Anywhere in Great Britain except the southern 
‘counties she ceases to rise and set, and not merely in Cumberland. 
That looks deterrent for our hypothesis; but there are two other 
points to be considered. First there is the position of the starry 
heavens in the past; second, there is the question of the rest of the 
group of stars which we have supposed to constitute Vega’s bracelet. 

First, the whole frame of stars has a slow motion round the pole 
of the ecliptic, so that Vega will be in 13,000 years’ time, or was in 
13,000 years past, the Pole-Star. She is now at her furthest remove 
from the Pole or nearly so, and is slowly northening. This will not 
help us much, or at all. If she moves north on her own account, she 
will become a circumpolar star all the sooner. If we look into a table 
of the historic position of any of the leading stars, we shall find that 
the declination of Vega was :— 

in 3500 B.c. 45°64 or 45° 38’ 
in 3000 B.c. 44:07° or 44° 4 

in 2500 B.c. 42°67° or 42° 40’ 
in 1500 B.c. 41°45° or 41° 27’ 
in 1000 B.c. OI hay eta cies he ite a8 
in 500 B.c. 38°93° or 38° 56’ 
in 500 a.D. 38°29° or 38° 17’ 
in 1900 a.v. = 38°69” or 38° 41’ 


1 For instance, in Dunkin’s I/édnight Sky at London it is pointed out 
that on Dec. 15, ‘‘ Vega is above the [northern] horizon, but only by two- 
thirds of a degree.” Vega, then, is circumpolar at London; a very little 
farther south, we shall find it rise and set, instead of going round the sky. 


The latitude of London is 51° 30’, 
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So that we can see that Vega and her companions were nearly 
three degrees farther north in 1500 B.c. and became circumpolar in 
three degrees lower latitude. In 500 B.c. the position was almost 
exactly the same as at present. 

Now let us look at the whole constellation. Here is a little map 
of that particular group of stars. 

They are interesting stars ; for instance, the one which is marked 
with the Greek letter « (Epsilon) is a double star, and can be seen as 
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such with an ordinary field glass. “The star marked Zeta (Z) can also 
be seen to be double, and so on. If we look in the Nautical Almanac 
we shall find that, at the beginning of the present year, the declination 
of Vega is given as 38° 43’, while the star Beta (8) is 33° 16’, and 
the most southerly of the group, marked Gamma (y) is 32° 35’. ° 
There is more than six degrees difference between Vega and the 
southern end of Lyra. Vega becomes circumpolar in latitude 51° 17’ 
but Gamma Lyrae in 57° 25’. 

Now imagine what was the state of things in 1500 B.c. Vega 
is now almost exactly three degrees further north, and has become 
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a circumpolar star for persons in latitude 48° 17’; while the most 
southerly star of the group becomes circumpolar at 54°. The whole 
constellation, therefore, has gone to the Devil in the latitude of 
St. Bees, fifteen hundred years before Christ. The figures are 
approximate, but the result is sufficiently accurate for a working 
hypothesis. Vega and her bracelet are lost. Horus will have to 
recover them, through the agency of his four sons who are managing 
the Great Bear. 

The objections to the foregoing analysis are (i) that even if we 
ignore the allusion of Bede to a saint named Bega, she may be a real 
person, in spite of the fact that Bede does not say anything about her 
residence in Cumberland ; (ii) we have treated the smaller stars of 
Lyra as though they would have been recognised by early mariners as 
being a part of the constellation. It would have been more satisfactory 
if Vega herself had been found circling the pole for the first time in 
latitude 54° 30’. 

The first objection, if sustained, would rule out Egypt and the 
“most ancient heavens.” Bede’s saint may be replaced by another 
of the same name. That is possible, but unlikely. The second has 
also some force, but may, perhaps, be met by an extension of the 
hypothesis. Suppose, for example, that the bracelet is not the group 
of stars which make up Lyra, but the more striking and bracelet- 
like group of the Northern Crown. The brightest of the stars of the 
Corona Borealis, known as 4/pha Coronae, has, at present, a northern 
declination of 27°, and would, therefore, become circumpolar to an 


observer in latitude 63°. 
In the year _—_O the declination was 34°89" or 34° 53’ 


és 1000 B.c. :; 39°91° or 39° 54’ 
‘, 1500 B.c. 4 42°59° or 42° 35’ 
and the corresponding latitudes 5Sak loro 50 


50°09” or 50° 5’ 
¥ : 47-41° or 47° 24! 
In 400 suc. the star would become circumpolar in latitude 53°. 
Perhaps this is a better solution than the former. Corona is not so 
far from Lyra that it could not be regarded as her bracelet. [ do not, 


” 39 


‘The name Bega (Baega) occurs, for instance, several times in the new 
volume of the Place Names of Worcestershire, e.g. Bayton is Baega-tun, 
where the name may be either masculine or feminine. 
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however, recall any mention of the Northern Crown in the Egyptian 
literature. It would, of course, be much easier if we could imagine 
that the name Vega had been transferred, in the course of time, from 
Corona to Lyra or if Lyra actually included Corona. Then Vega 
and her bracelet would be that constellation. 

In all-the foregoing speculations we appear to be shut up to an 
Egyptian origin for the name, because the disaster that is feared for 
the lady and her bracelet is one that is explicable by Egyptian 
astronomy, rather than by any other. The Greeks would not be 
terrified by the observation that a star had gone north. 

It should be remembered that our celestial spheres and _ their 
delineated constellations are not to be taken too seriously. ‘The star- 
groups when represented as figures are often involved with one another, 
figure crossing figure ; so that it is not always easy to determine how 
the constellation was thought of by the Greeks or the Babylonians. | 
In the case before us, Corona Borealis stands apart, and it is left to the 
makers of legend to say whose crown it is. So some said it belonged 
to the Zodiacal Virgin, others that it was the crown which Bacchus 
gave to Ariadne, when he wanted to secure her virgin affections, and 
which was placed in the firmament when she was promoted celestially : 
the idea in each case being that it was the Virgin’s crown, in which 
case the Virgin cannot have been very far away. Modern astronomers, 
however, are suspicious of this explanation, and | think it is Proctor 
who suggested that since Bootes is the nearest Constellation to Corona, 
the group of stars should be attached to his arm. ‘The suggestion 
deserves consideration, in so far as it makes the Crown into a Brace- 
let, which is what we started with in the case of St. Bega. A refer- 
ence to our plate will show why the crown is said to be attached or 
attachable to the arm of Bootes. 

Up to this point our investigation may be summed up as follows. 
Disclaiming the idea that any real human personality was involved in 
the traditional sanctity of St. Bees, we asked the question whether that 
sanctity might not be due to the influence of a particular star, and in 
this particular case, to the oversight of Vega, one of the brightest of the 
fixed stars. Since the only possible connection of a star with a special 
locality must be sought in the latitude of the place, we observed that 
when a voyager coming northward reached a point where the latitude 
was the same as the polar distance of any special star, that star would 
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become circumpolar, as indeed all stars would become if we went far 
enough north, and would no longer rise and set. This change in the 
habit of a star was an evil portent to the primitive Egyptian observers, 
who had divided the heavens into good and bad areas, according as 
the stars in them rose and set or simply circled round the pole. 

We then enquired into the tradition that Vega was concerned at 


{ 


51° 20’Lat. N. 





PLATE. 4.—Map of N.E. corner of Kent. 


the prospect of losing her virginity, and her bracelet. The latitude of 
St. Bees being 34° 30’ we found that the whole of the constellation 
Lyra, to which Vega belonged, became circumpolar to a northern 
voyager at St. Bees fifteen hundred years before the Christian era. 
The difficulty now arose that the constellation Lyra, with the excep- 
tion of its principal star, was not conspicuous enough to attract the 
attention of the mariner or the close study of the early astronomer. 
Not very far off, however, and altogether conspicuous, was the group 
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of stars known as the Northern Crown. This group of stars became 
circumpolar at St. Bees about 400 B.c., and it was shown that it 
might very well have been described as a maiden’s bracelet. In that 
case Vega as a constellation should have included Corona Borealis, 
which would very naturally have been counted among the “ pilot 
stars.” 

All we have proved so far is that certain stars become circumpolar 
at certain points in particular eras of time, and in the case of the stars 
and places referred to, Corona Borealis becomes circumpolar at 
St. Bees about 400 B.c. -We also showed incidentally that Vega 
herself became circumpolar, and in the Egyptian sense, became lost, in 
the northern latitude 51° 17’; and almost the same position is occupied 
by Vega in 500 B.c. Now let us see whether there is any existing 
trace of this celestial event recorded on the plane of terrestrial life. 
Look at the annexed map of the coast of Kent, bearing in mind, what 
we have proved elsewhere, that Kent, and especially that part of it 
known as the Isle of Thanet, is an Egyptian Colony. It will be 
noticed that the parallel of latitude where Vega becomes circumpolar 
is a little to the South of Ramsgate (lat. 51° 20’), and runs right 
across the bay to the north of Sandwich, which is known as Pegwell 
Bay. We naturally infer that Pegwell is a corruption of Bega Well, 
and commemorates that something happened to Bega (Vega) in this 
latitude. The well commemorates the event. It is an ordinary sacred 
well with a presiding genius. The genius must be Egyptian in type: 
for the astronomy which we have been trying to reproduce is typically 
Egyptian ; in that case Vega has probably been identified with Isis, in 
whose sanctuaries a sacred well and a sacred tree are part of the religious 
furniture. Isis has a habit of being identified with various deities and 
stars; she is commonly equated with Sirius, but her personality is 
multiplex, and she is a case of one goddess who plays many parts. 
We suggest that one of her duties is to be representative of the bright 
star Vega, and to be the Holy Virgin with the bracelet which we call 
Corona Borealis. 

The suggestion made in the foregoing investigation as to the 
possibility of the existence of an Egyptian sacred well at Pegwell can 
hardly be detached from the general thesis of the Egyptian occupation 


of Kent. In connection with that thesis one or two further remarks 
may be made. 
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‘The student of place-names has naturally been perplexed with 
Kent and its topography, for which he had no clues except such as 
were furnished by Saxon or Celtic migrations. For instance, halfway 
down the stream that separated Thanet in ancient times from the 
mainland, stands the town of Sarre, from which a vallum or embank- 
ment ran across Thanet to Margate. No one seems to know what 
the vallum was for, nor why the station at one end was called Sarre. 
From the Egyptian point of view it is evident that Sarre is Sa-va or 
Sa-ré, the Son of Ra or Ré (the Sun-god), a title assumed by all 
Egyptian Kings from the fifth dynasty onwards, and itself being a form 
of identification with Osiris. Quite a natural mode of place-deSning, 
for which abundant analogies may be found. 

The next point of interestrlies in the occurrence of traces of a sacred 
tree of the Egyptian order in Kent. It was customary in Egypt to 
plant, or to represent, a sacred tree, either the persea or the sycamore, 
at the shrine or buridl-place of Osiris. Frequently this persea tree is 
delineated at the bier of Osiris himself on Egyptian papyri. Now in 
Kent we do not expect to find a non-indigenous tree like the persea ; 
but we do find, and it causes perplexity to the place-namers, a 
redundancy of the ash tree. Not only is there a recurrence of ash- 
names, but the name was so well set that it affected one branch of the 
river Stour, as well as other smaller streams. The perplexity may 
be seen reflected in Horsley’s Place-names of Kent, p. 12, as 
follows :— 


“* 4sh. The western branch of the Stour is so named, and 
Ashford was anciently Esshets-ford. Rivers have sometimes 
been named from the trees on their banks, and besides our Ash- 


ford we find elsewhere Ashbrook and Ashbourne ; though the 


common Celtic esé for water or river may also be considered.” 


It may be taken for granted that neither a primitive ask or esk is 
likely to contribute such a form as esshe?. ‘The fact is that esshet is 
pure Egyptian. Let us see what Budge says about the sacred persea- 
tree. In his Oszvts (i. 19) we find :— 


“ His connection with the Persea tree and the legend which 
connects him with the Erica-tree, prove that at one time he was 
a tree-spirit, and that he absorbed the attributes of many tree- 
spirits both in the north and south of Egypt.” 
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This particular persea-tree was in Heliopolis. Again in Oszrts, 
1. 202, he says :— 

“In ch. xvi. (of the Book of the Dead) we read of another great 
fight which took place in Anu (Heliopolis) near the Persea-tree.” 
This was a fight between the followers of Horus and the followers of 
Set. 

Now turn to Budge, Gods of the E gyptians, ii. 136, where you 
will find a representation of Osiris ‘‘in mummified form, lying on his 
bier, at the head of which grows the Persea-tree Ashet.” Here is 
the hieroglyphic form of the name of the tree. 

It is clear, then, that the Kentish Ash and Ashford are the 
survivals of, or the substitutes for, the sacred Persea-tree in the story 
of Osiris : and if Ash is also a river-name in Kent, it is the Egyptian 
sacred tree that is responsible for the name. 


Hr 
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a: sh : [a tree]. 
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Now let us turn to the west coast of Africa. 

It will be remembered that in a previous essay on Egypt and the 
Atlantic Seaboard, we pointed out traces of Egyptian star-lore in the 
names of places and rivers which have come down to us from the 
early travellers and astronomers. Perhaps it may have seemed to 
some of our readers to be a statement defective in credibility that the 
mouth of the river which flows from the city of Morocco to the sea 
should bear a name suggestive of the Egyptian god Thoth, while the 
course of the same river, bearing to-day the name of Wady Tensift, 
should be recognised as containing the name of the Dog-star, in 
Egyptian known as Sept. Why should there be two such nomen- 
clatures? To the person who has even an elementary knowledge of 
things Egyptian’ there is not the least difficulty in the adjacency of 
Thoth and Sirius. Each of them marks the beginning of the Egyptian 
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year, Sirius by its heliacal rising, and Thoth by giving his name to the 
first month of the year. The coincidence was well known to the 
ancient world. Thus we find Censorinus saying that the Egyptian 
great year which the Greeks call xuvixdv (of the Dog) we Latins 
call canicular, because the beginning of the year is reckoned from the 
first day of the month, which the Egyptians call €wvot, when the 
Dog-star rises. The statement is interesting, not only for its actual 
information which incidentally by the use of Greek words discloses the 
fact that Censorinus is working from a Greek original, but also because 
it furnishes us with a limit as to the time when the first settlement 
on the river was made. It is a natural suggestion that it was on the 
first of Thoth, say somewhere in July or August, that an Egyptian 
fleet lay off the mouth of the river.’ The dating cannot be Hanno’s, 
nor the naming of the place. It must be Egyptian dating and 
Egyptian nomenclature. This, then, was our starting-point for the 
thesis that Egyptian traces could be found on the Atlantic sea-board 
and in the Canary Isles. We establish the fact of Egyptian travellers 
in that region, and I suppose it will not be regarded as a very rash 
statement, if we affirm that every early traveller is more or less of an 
astronomer, and especially the traveller who is also a mariner. So 
we may without undue hesitation ask whether other traces of star-lore, 
either Carthaginian or Egyptian, can be detected in the maps of the 
West African coast. We will begin our enquiry quite near to the 
Straits of Gibraltar. We learn from Hanno that the first colony 
which they established was named 7hymiaterium, a Greek translation 
or adaptation of an earlier name which appears to be lost. We learn 
from Polybius that this colony stood at the mouth of the river Sadzr-. 
At this point the modern geographer comes to our aid and advises us 
that the ancient name still subsists with slight change in the form Seéz. 
We are going to maintain that the original form was Sebur, the 
Moorish name having lost a single weak terminal letter. At this 
point we must digress for a moment into philology. If the reader will 
take the trouble to look into his Latin Dictionary under the head 
Ebur, which is Latin for Zvo~y, the latter word being almost a trans- 
literation of the former, he will in all probability find a suggestion that 
this is the Coptic word 67, and will ask himself whether it is not mis- 
- leading to trace Roman ivory to a language which never existed in 


1 We may compare Rio Janeiro, Christmas Island, etc. 
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early Roman times. If an appeal is to be made to Egypt, by all 
means let us go to Egypt. For instance we may go to Elephantiné 
at the first cataract on the Nile, and may have the good fortune to 
find there some Aramaic papyri of the time of Nehemiah, which will 
tell us that the city was in those days called ed, and was so named 
because it was the emporium for the ivory trade from the Sudan. 
Then the Egyptologist will tell us that the same word in its early 
form abhu means a tooth. No great stretch of imagination to equate 
tooth with ivory; the Hebrews did the same! That is not the 
whole of the story ; what has become of the terminal letter which the 
Latin so carefully preserved > Can we say that zvovy is not only yed 
but also yeb-u7 ? Certainly, for «7 is the Egyptian word for great, 
and as an adjective, it follows its substantive, so that ed-27 means @ 
big tooth, to which no objection will be made by either the elephant or 
the rhinoceros. The reader will excuse the digression; I do not 
think the lexicons have noticed the point, and it is important for our 
West African enquiry. : 

We were discussing the name of a river in Mauretania, which is 
either Swdu7 or Sebur. If we divide the word, on the supposition of 
an adjective ending, we have Sub-ur or Seb-ur. The latter is pure 
Egyptian, and means Great Star. Incidentally it is the name of one 
of the instruments used in the ritual of the Opening of the Mouth of 
the dead, which Budge described so carefully, and when written in 
hieroglyph, the first sign is that of a star. So we see that the river had 
an Egyptian name, which was also a star-name or the name of a star- 
deity. It is not quite certain what was the star in question ; all that 
we are concerned to establish is that it was an Egyptian star, and im- 
plies the existence of an Egyptian colony. Nor is this all that we 
learn from the name of the river. We cannot be too thankful for the 
persistence of river-names, a persistence which is well known to the 
student of place-names, who is often perplexed by it. Now in the 
present case we have a suspicion that the star-name which we found 
in Morocco occurs also in Britain. The reader will find that in a 
previous essay, we showed that Rutubis in Morocco was the same 
word as Rutupiae in Kent. In the same way Seédur in Morocco is 
probably the same word as our Severn, which has been a standing 
puzzle to the philologians, who had before them the Roman Sadrzna, 
the Saxon Saeferne, and an allied Keltic form which can hardly be 
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original. If we allow the Romans to add a termination to the name 
which they found already in existence, Sedu will easily become 
Sahrina, and we shall have found one more trace of Egyptian coloni- 
sation in the Bristol Channel: Valeat guantum. We now turn to 
something even more important and striking. 

The voyage of Hanno as we know it from the Pevzp/us was an 
adventure in imperial colonisation carried on by a fleet of Carthaginian 
transports which explored the West African coast as far as Sierra 
Leone or thereabouts. Their farthest point appears to have been an 
island, where they came upon the gorillas and secured specimens for 
a temple museum at home. This island has been identified, with a 
good show of probability, with what is marked on modern maps as 
Sherboro island. It is not to be assumed that any gorillas are still in 

existence on the islands. From this point they made return, and the 
Periplus tells us of fires on the hills and a burning mountain which 
went by the name of @cav dynua (Theon ochema), Chariot of the 
gods, The fires on the mainland may very well be native bush fires 
and the volcano may be imaginary, though it is not quite certain that 
this is the case. It has been a geographical puzzle to identify Hanno’s 
mountain, it remains a grammatical and religious puzzle to explain its 
name. The general opinion of the geographers and coast explorers is 
that the mountain is the Sierra Leone mountain ; no one seems to have 
thought it worth while to explore into the meaning of its name. This 
is surprising, since the name is so odd, and since it appears to be earlier 
than the Hanno expedition, for they speak of it in terms of existing 
nomenclature. No one will deny the strangeness of the name ; if he 
does, he will have to produce parallels, which he will not find in the 
Pertplus, | 

Suppose we try our hand at the conundrum, bearing in mind that 
we have already found a triad of Egyptian names on the coast traversed 
by Hanno, with an astronomical colour. The terms which we have 
to account for are peculiar, We should not expect oynna (ochéma) 
for a mountain, nor should we expect for it a cavvzage of divinities : 
but we recall, naturally enough, from the astronomy of our early days, 
that there is one notable carriage in the sky, which we call Chardes’ 
Wain, or without a prefix, the azz; and it need hardly be said 
that children, who look up into the sky and read figures in it, are 
doing precisely what elementary races did before them. If they call 
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the Great Bear by the name of Plough or Warm, it is precisely because 
that group of stars has, what is wanting in most of the figures of the 
celestial globe, an actual similitude with the objects suggested. We 
call it a wain or waggon, because it looks like one. Four of the 
principal stars of the seven in the Great Bear which are commonly 
recognised will occupy the place of the four wheels in the four-wheeled 
chariot of antiquity. As the sky is probably too cloudy, being 
Kimmerian and English, for the observer of our argument, let him 
refresh himself at any map of the polar sky. | 
In the next place we may reflect that as the description of the 
leading constellations and their figures is a very early study, and only 
occupies itself with the leading asterisms, it is more likely, the farther 
we go into the ‘‘dark backward and abysm of time,” that we shall 
find connection between stars and divinities, between groups of stars 
and figures heroic. The ancient astronomers may be perplexing in 
regard to some of the forms which they suggest, but they never engaged 
in such ridiculous pictures as a later astronomy has foisted on the 
southern hemisphere. They thought more nobly of the majestic 
heavens that they studied, and even where their zodiacs were occupied 
with absurd forms, they were not all equally silly. All of this may be 
conceded ; but if we are going to suggest that the chariot of the gods 
is the constellation of Ursa Major, we shall have to show divinities 
presiding over the carriage in which they ride, or whose motion they 
direct, and we shall also have to find a reason for their occurrence in 
the log-book of the primitive navigator at this particular point of the 
African coast. We shall try to find out whether the gods in the title 
are Babylonian or Egyptian, or whether they are anybody's gods and 
everybody's. Very well; the first thing we notice, after we have 
made up our minds that the Wazz is one of the first child’s pictures of 
the firmament, is that the Egyptians had actually divinised the four 
principal stars of the Bear and had assigned them to the four sons of 
Horus, the antagonist and ultimate conqueror of Set the wicked one, 
and the power of darkness. Now, as we have shown elsewhere, the 
Egyptian sky is divided between these very powers, Set and Horus. 
The division is between stars that never set, the circumpolar stars for 
any given place, and the stars that rise and set regularly, after the 
fashion of the Sun-god Ra, and to some extent as his companions. 
Strictly speaking, Horus has nothing to do with the circumpolar region, 
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but since Set is a malicious deity and needs to be restrained and 
counteracted, the four sons of Horus occupy the Wain or Chariot, 
which may now be called the Wazx or Chariot of the gods. Closer 
study will show that there are seven leading stars in what makes the 
constellation of the Little Bear, Ursa Minor, and these are grouped in 
a similar waggon shape to those in the Great Bear. They will obtain 
recognition as astronomy progresses as the Lesser Waggon, and the 
stars in the Great Bear will then be called the Long Waggon or 
Chariot ; but we need not spend time on Ursa Minor, when the 
stars that compose it are inconspicuous, compared, that is, with the 
magnificent group in Ursa Major. Here, then, we find the Waggon 
and the gods. It may, however, be very well questioned whether this 
is an identification that is necessarily limited to Egyptian astronomy. 
For instance, when we turn to Chinese astronomy, with Professor 
Delacouperie for our guide, we find the Great Bear described as 
Ti-cheh or Chariot of the Supreme. That is very close to the 
Ocdv dynpa, the Chariot of the gods of the Periplus. It suggests 
that we do not move too hastily in affirming an Egyptian origin for 
the term. Perhaps we may get more light on that as we proceed. 
As we have seen, the division of the stars between circumpolar and 
non-circumpolar is one that is common to Egyptian thought, even if 
we may not declare it to be altogether Egyptian. It is of constant 
occurrence in the Book of the Dead and other Egyptian nituals, and 
jt is natural to believe that fear was at the back of the distinction 
between the northern stars and the rest. Still we must recognise that 
the Greeks, from Homer onward, had a clear distinction between the 
circumpolar stars and the rest, even if the observation did not cause 
them alarm. 

We are now going to suggest that the reason for the name Wazn 
of the gods, which we found in the Pevplus, hes in the fact that 
something had happened to the Great Bear as the voyagers moved 
down the African coast, always carefully noting what went on in the 
heavens above them. The thing that occurred was this : first one star 
of the Wain ceased to revolve round the Pole, and then another, 
until at last a point was reached where ¢he whole of the constellation 
had left the circumpolar stars, and had migrated from the rule of 
Set to that of Horus. We are now going to try and find out in 
what latitude this would occur ; and we shall do this, first for the stars 
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as existing in our own sky, next for the same stars as they existed 500 
or 1000 years before Christ. First then, for our own day, as if we 
were Hanno and were making a Perv7p/us of our own. Reminding 
ourselves of what we showed in a previous figure that when the 
declination of a star is 90° — the latitude of a place, the star will graze 
the northern horizon, and become circumpolar to an observer in that 
place, we set down the declinations and corresponding latitudes for 
the seven principal stars of the Bear. They are as follows :— 


Declination. Latitude. 
a= 623° Ved =o % 
B = 569° 351" 
y = 542° 55a 
dos Dio 32:5- 
ry esleyey 35De 
C= 554: 34°5° 
n = 49°8° 40°2° 


This means that all the seven stars will cease to be circumpolar 
when we reach the latitude of 27°. 
Next, let us see whether we can arrive ‘at similar results for 


1000 B.c. We find as follows :— 


Declination. Latitude, 
C— ioe, 16°78 
B = 68:25" Pais) 
y = 684 21°61" 
6 = 72°42, 1758 
e=i/Zol 177° 

C = 71°43° 18°57° 
n = 65°6 244 


This means that all the stars in question cease to be circumpolar, 
between the sixteenth and seventeenth parallels of latitude, more than 
ten degrees farther south than at the present day. The latitude in 
question is very closely that of the Senegal river, and about six degrees 
north of Sherboro island, which is commonly supposed to be the place 
where the Gorillas were captured. 

The coincidence is sufficiently near to enable us to say that the 
name given to the mountain was due to an observation made near the 
latitude in question that the stars of the Bear had ceased to be circum- 
polar. The coincidence is not nearly so close in 500 B.c. when Hanno 
made his expedition. It belongs to an earlier date. The observations 


ST .4 BEES 21 


in question are not those of a Carthaginian explorer. The probability 
that they are Egyptian is, therefore, increased. Our next test will, | 
think, be decisive. If the name Qc@v dynpa (ZT heon ochema) is not 
due to Hanno, its Greek form may be traced to an Egyptian origin. 
For the Egyptians had a special term, not only for circumpolar stars, 
but especially for the principal stars of the Bear and of the Polar 
circle. They called them Akhemu,; 1 do not know if the exact 
meaning of the term has ever been discovered, but it is evident that 
there is a connection between Akhemeu and dynpa (ochéma) and we 
have only to establish the use of the term in question for the stars of 
the Bear. To do this we may turn to Budge, God's of the Egyptians, 
ii. 249, 250: ‘‘ From a passage in the Book of the Dead (xvi. 89) 
we learn that Set was accompanied by the four children of Horus, 
~Mestha, Hapi, Tuamutef and Qebsennuf, who were said to be behind 
the thigh of the northern sky, and were believed to take part in curbing 
the evil deeds of Set. They may be identified with the four “Af gods 
who are the Four Gods of the Followers who do battle against the 
evil of Set . . . who is a mighty warrior, and it was their duty to be 
with the sailors of the Boat of Ra, that is to say, with the Akhemu 
Sehu... . of the North, and with the four stars of the WZeshketz ... 
or Great Bear.” 

We may compare further, Budge, Oseves, u. 250: “ In the 
Pyramid texts two classes of stars are clearly distinguished, the 
Akhemu Seku or imperishable stars, and the Akhemu Urichu, the 
stars which never rest.” 

It seems, then, that dyna (ochéma) is an imitation of an 
Egyptian astronomical term, and that its occurrence in West African 
geography is due to Egyptian navigators, perhaps as early as 
1000 B.c. 

The conclusion to which we are driven by the foregoing tentative 
examination of West African place-names, is that some, at least, of 
them have been assigned by navigators who were making observations 
of the rising and setting of stars, and who were, to some extent at least, 
familiar with a planisphere of constellations. If this be a correct 
induction, it need scarcely be said that a new edition of the Pevzplus 
of Hanno is called for, in which account should be taken of primitive 
astronomy as known to mariners, and enquiry should be made as to 
the particular oriental language in which such astronomical knowledge 
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was expressed. What is true of the Perzp/us will be even more true 
of the Canary Islands, whose distance from the mainland was 
sufficient to make their inhabitants conservative of their place-names 
beyond what is likely to have occurred on the mainland. To show 
that we are not following a will-of-the-wisp of the imagination, here 
is another case of Egyptian nomenclature from the Canary /slands. 

The district in Grand Canary where the Guanchos fought their 
best and last against the invading Spaniards was known as /a070, 
and still retains that name, although Guancho nationality has long 
since disappeared, except so far as it can be traced by survivals in 
place-names, old customs and the like. To an Egyptologist the name 
Taoro is self-betraying : it is Za-27, the Land of the Great One, 
and that the Great One is Osiris himself is recognised from the fact 
that his holy city, Abydos, or, at all events, the district of which 
Abydos is capital, is known on the Monuments by that very name of 
Ta-ur. The coincidence is patent to anyone who has familiarity with 
Egyptian geography or Egyptian religion. Even if our explanation of 
Tenerife should be contested and another meaning given to the 
Guancho form Zenerfe (Tehinerfe), we should not have to haul 
down the Egyptian flag from the Canary Islands. We could multiply 
the evidence : perhaps we may do so, when we go over the Perzplus 
and publish the new Hanno. 

lt is probable that the stellar identifications which we have been 
making will provoke more incredulity than those which are taken from 
the names of places. We were ourselves perplexed when we found 
two Egyptian names for the same Moroccan river ; why should it be 
called after Thoth and the Dog-Star at the same time ? and it was 
only on reflection that Thoth and the Dog-Star both indicated New 
Year's Day to the Egyptians that we were able to see that the 
duplication of name did not really exist. Either name suggested a 
landing on July 19th. A more difficult case is the first of the colonies 
of Hanno, for which we showed that the modern name Sebu was a 
survival of Sed-u7 or Big Star, while the Greek translator had 
rendered the name of the settlement in the Perzplus by Thymuaterion 
or Altar of [ncense. What was the star which was so indefinitely 
described ? Why should a new colony, or a reconstructed ancient 
colony, have such an odd title as Zymzatercon ? \f we can answer 
those questions, perhaps our critics will begin to think that we are on 
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the right road. The explanation of the anonymous star and the altar 
of incense appears to lie in the following direction. The early 
astronomers divided the starry heavens, as we all know, into constella- 
tions, that is, into groups of stars which had some imagined connection, 
and to which forms, more or less intelligible, could be assigned. 
These groups they called asterisms, and reckoned them to be in 
number some 36 or so. They comprehended familiar forms, such as 
the Wain or Great Bear, the Northern Crown (originally the Crown) 
and the like; but to these must be added forms which are unfamiliar 
to us, because they are seldom visible to our Northern eyes. If now 
we turn to the stars of the Southern hemisphere, we shall find 
amongst its figures a smoking altar with the name 47a ; it does not 
contain any very bright stars, but if we look into the catalogue of 
asterisms contained in Ptolemy's astronomy, we shall find that the 
group of stars, which the globe-makers call Ava, is a recognised 
asterism, axa that its Greek name 1s THYMIATERION. — For 
some reason or other, the name of this asterism has been given to 
the new colony. Let us look a little closer at the group of stars 
which make up the asterism. It lies about 35° south of the equator, 
and almost directly south of the stretch of the zodiac which is called 
the sign of the Scorpion. In the centre of that sign, and almost in the 
Ecliptic itself, is one of the brightest of the stars in the southern hemi- 
sphere, which we know by the name of Aztaves. This, then, is the 
Big Star which bears the name Sedwr, and there rises along with it 
a group of stars, known by the name of the 4//ar. It is quite 
possible that the zodiac itself is a late acquisition to the Egyptian 
astronomer, and that Azéares may itself have been included in the 
asterism .4ra. Whether that be so or not, we have thrown 
Thymiaterium and Sebur so close together that we need not be un- 
duly perplexed at the duplication of the name of the colony and its 
river. The astronomer and the Egyptologist will, between them, 
make the next edition of the Periplus of Hanno. Star-names will 
be in request for the Egyptian colonies on the west coast of Africa. 

Now let us return to a more serious problem, to which this Essay 
is especially devoted, the question of St. Bega, whom we took out of 
the calendar and put back amongst the constellations. Was it really 
right and kind to exclude her from the one, and so translate her to the 
other > Admit, if you will, that Bede’s nun in the monastery of 
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Hackness, near Scarboro, cannot have been the abbess on the coast 
of Cumberland, may it not still be the case that St. Bees was founded 
by another lady of the same name ? Even if it should be thought 
improper to duplicate abbesses, how is it proved that Bega is Wega, 
or that Wega is Isis ? 

The problem is not, however, so difficult as it seems at first sight. 
Whatever may be the meaning of the mysterious Bega, there are two 
Wegas in the immediate neighbourhood : there is Wigton in Cumber- 
land, and Wigtown across the Solway in Scotland, each of which is 
an original Waega-town, as the chronicles will show. Then there 1s 
the river Wye, which was also originally Waega, or Weaga, or Weya. 
Now it is clear that all these place-names do not represent nuns or 
abbesses. There must be some other explanation for them. ‘The real 
difficulty is that we have not yet proved that Bega or Wega is a star- 
name. If we could establish that, the rest would be comparatively 
easy ; for, in Egyptian star-lore, every Dekan or Asterism in the 
zodiac has associated with it a divine being. Look at the table of 
them in Budge’s Gods of the Egyptians (i. 309), and see in how 
many cases the presiding divinity is Isis herself. Five times out of the 
first twenty Dekans Isis is the figure behind the star-group. What is 
true of the zodiacal groups is equally true outside the zodiac. Let us 
see if in any way we can establish the early existence of Vega or 
Wega in connection with the constellation Lyra on the one hand, and 
with the goddess Isis on the other. 

Here is a remarkable piece of evidence which has recently come 
to light in the shape of a discovery made by an American scholar 
on the shores of the Lake of Galilee, reported in Zhe Times for 
February | Ith of the present year, as follows :— 


“ Egyptian Stele found in Galilee. 


(From our correspondent, 


Jerusalem, Feb. 10th). 

«A fragment of an Egyptian basalt stele, ten inches by eight, 
has been discovered on the surface of a mound at Tabgha, be- 
tween Tiberias and Capernaum,' in Galilee, containing three 
broken lines of hieroglyphic text, describing how a Pharaoh had 
annihilated the army of the Mitanni, a race which used to live 
in north-east Syria. [Experts attribute the stele to Pharaoh 


1 Really just to the south-west of Capernaum (Tell Hum). 
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Thothmes III., and date it about 1370 B.c. It is thus the oldest 
of the 14 Royal Egyptian steles hitherto found in Palestine. 
The finder is the Rev. C. J. Bridgeman, American Chaplain in 


Jerusalem.” 


Thus far the first report ; we must wait for more exact descriptions 
when the stele is published. Meanwhile, we can see this, that, if the 
Egyptians were defeating the Mitanni on the shores of the Lake of 
Galilee, they must have occupied the ground from which they expelled 
the former colonists. In other words, 7adgha is, probably, not a 
modern Arabic name, but an Egyptian survival. From what we 
have already seen of Egyptian colonial names in the far west, this 
name will divide at once into 

Ta + Begha, 
the Zand of Begha. 

Here, then, is the very star-name that we are in search of, employed 
by Egyptian colonists some 1500 years before Chnist. 

Let us see, in the next place, whether this recovered Begha star 
or celestial being, has any connection with the asterism which we know 
as Lyra. 

It is familiar to the student of Palestine geography that the Lake 
of Galilee had an earlier name, of which traces remain in the Biblical 
records. It was called Kznnereth or Kinnoreth, which in Hebrew 
means a@ lyre, and the commentators explained the name by saying 
that it was so called because it was shaped like a lyre. It might just 
as well have been named after the asterism and its presiding genius, to 
which we have been directed by the newly-found monument. 

Indeed some such transfer of names is suggested by the references 
to Chinnereth in the Scriptures, where it appears (i) as the name of 
a district, (ii) as the name of a place, and (iii) as the name of the lake 
itself, for which we may compare the title Sea of Tibertas in the last 
chapter of the Gospel of John, where the name given to the Lake has 
been borrowed from the recently founded city on its shores. ‘The 
name as that of a district is found in | Kings xv. 20, where Benhadad, 
the King of Syria, is said to have devastated Galilee including a// 
Kinneroth beside the land of Naphtali. In Joshua xix. 35 we find it 
enumerated among //aces belonging to the land of Naphtali. On the 
other hand, in Joshua xii, 3 it is clearly described as the Sea of 
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_ Kinneroth. We have then to find a city which gives its name to 
the district of which it is the centre, and to the adjacent lake. It was 
quite correct, then, to say that Avuneroth’ or Kinnereth was not 
properly the name of the lake, and that the supposed derivation of the 
name from the Hebrew word for lyre (A7zzn0r) was out of the 
question. The Axcyclopedia Biblica points out that the name is of 
great antiquity, for it occurs under the form £u-na-ra-tzs in the list of 
places conquered by Thothmes Ill. (see Records of the Past, series 2, 
vy. 45): “The site of the town can no longer be identified.” Unless 
we are altogether on a wrong track, the newly found stele identifies it 
for us. 

In rejecting the explanation that Kinnereth is so called because of 
its resemblance to a harp, we do not, however, contradict the deriva- 
tion. It was the town that was called //a7/, not the lake ; and the 
Harp is suggested as equivalent to Begha, even though the exact 
ground of equivalence may not yet have been disclosed. 

The equivalence of Wega and Lyra is brought out clearly in a 
study of the Arabic star-catalogues. Ideler, in his S¢exn-dc/der shows 
how the Arabic names are derived either from the Greek Lyra or from 
the Greek word for Tortoise (yéAvs), the latter term being the equi- 
valent of the former on the supposition that the first lyre was stretched 
across the shell of a tortoise. Ideler gives the derivation of Wega 
from al- Waki, to which we have referred above, and which we have 
ventured to contradict, and then says (p. 72) that a Lyrae is called by 
the name of Wega Alohore, for which the Arabic-Latin Almagest 
gives 4 lore, and points out that this is the Greek Lyra ; it should 
have been transcribed 4A/-Lurva. Here then we have the Arabian 
astronomers equivalence of Wega and Lyra. We have already seen 
the same equivalence suggested by the Egyptian Ta Begha and 
Chinnoreth. We were clearly justified in saying that Begha was an 
Egyptian star. Whether the star was presided over by Isis may 
require further investigation. 


SUPPLEMENTARY NOTE. 


We now propose, for the assistance of any who may still be 
sceptical as to the existence of Egyptian elements in the Pe77p/us of 
Hanno, or in more northern latitudes, to try and resolve one of the 
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residual perplexities in the geography of the African coast, as it is 
presented to us in this unique and historically priceless document. 
Among the cities or colonies, where Hanno deposited his human 
freight, to expand at once the Carthaginian empire, and to ensure that 
trade should follow the flag, we find the singular appellation of the 
Carian Wall (Kapixdy retyos). We did not expect to find 
a Carian contingent in the fleet of Hanno, nor to have them deposited 
in one spot with a curious double name. It was, however, not alto- 
gether unreasonable to argue that, at the time when Hanno went 
colonising, the people of Caria were showing an interest in matters 
both military and naval, which might have led them to join the great 
expedition ; nor was it inept to suggest that, in view of the hostility 
which Hanno frequently experienced from the natives, a fortified camp 
‘might be the first step in African civilisation. At this point, however, 
the rational explanation ends, and if it should be thought insufficient, 


BA as 
ww 
AS ea b (wall) (man) 


PLATE 6. 


the imagination may be invoked to find an explanation of the Cavzan 
Wall, without either Carians or walls. The following solution suggests 
itself to us. 

First of all, we remember that in Egyptian hieroglyphic writing 
the use of determinative signs to specify objects and ideas is constant. 
Amongst such signs one of the commonest is to attach to the name 
or description of a building a picture of a brick wall, in process of 
construction. If we wanted to designate a mason as well as a wall, 
or instead of a wall, we should write two determinatives, one for the 
wall, and the other for the artificer of the wall. Wall and man to- 
gether would be added to the word aved, as in the accompanying 
figure. The mason is in fact a Wall-man ; what we should call in 
English a Waller. 

Now we are going to suggest that the retyos or wad/ in the name 
Carian Wall is not a part of the name, but a determinative attached 
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to the word Karikon (Carian), in order to show that it 1s some sort of 
a building, a wall, a fort, a temple, or a town. Is that possible, or are 
we still playing with moonbeams, and mistaking them for sunshine ? 

Now let us turn to Stephanus of Byzantium who in his treatise 
de urbibus has collected so much information of all sorts with regard 
to the ancient world. Stephanus tells us that one part of the city of 
Memphis went by the name of the Aarzkon, the very word which 
we found in use by Hanno, with the added determinative for building. 
The coincidence is so striking that we are entitled to say that Kankon 
(or the Carian Wall) of Hanno, is a transferred name from one quarter 
of the Egyptian capital. We had something like this in the discovery 
of settlements outside Egypt which actually bore the name of Memphis. 
Stephanus’ explanation of the term is that a body of Carians had 
settled in Memphis and intermarried with the Egyptians. The 
hypothesis is not necessary. 

This is not all that we are entitled to infer from the identification. 
The determinative sign which we find in a hieroglyphically written 
document, does not pass into oral speech. It is, of necessity, only 
documentary : it follows that Hanno, who uses the determinative 
Wall with his Karikon, is employing a written document, originally 
Egyptian but perhaps transmitted through a Greek translation ; he has 
an Egyptian Perip/us up his sleeve, from the Egyptian Admiralty, and 
of a date long anterior to his own day. He is taking over Egyptian 
colonies as well as founding Carthaginian settlements. 

The importance of this discovery for the criticism of the Per7plus 
of Hanno is evident. Zhymdaterton, Sebur, Thoth, Tenstft, 
Tenerife, Taoro, Chariot of the gods and Karikon all tell the 
same tale of Egyptian exploration and colonisation and commerce. 

To the foregoing we may now add that the star Antares, to 
which we referred as Sedu, has nothing to do with Mars (Arés). 
It is the Egyptian Ante + ves, ie. Resin or Myrrh of the South. 
That is quite appropriate to the 4/tar of /ncense. 
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